


FROM THE  PRESIDENT’S  DESK 
Accomplishments of Okanogan Valley Chapter 

First of all, our Chapter is solvent with sufficient funds to cover our expenses in 2011.  How-
ever, to maintain solvency requires that we do fundraising activities to bring in approximately 
an extra $2,000. per year.  Fundraising for this year will be another Super raffle with great 
prizes. Details of the raffle will be issued shortly. 
 
   As of this writing, our Chapter membership is slightly down from last year but we are hop-
ing the last remaining baker’s dozen folks will get their membership dues paid.  We need 
their financial participation as well as their physical participation. 
 
   Our work schedule for 2011 is full, that part of our mission is never ending. But we are get-
ting closer to accomplishing the Whistler Canyon project.  I am hopeful that by this time next 
year we will have accomplished one of the largest endeavors in this Chapter’s history.  We 
are poised to move forward and are only being held back by the last of some double sided 
governmental red tape. 
 
   Over   several years our Chapter has been one of a few Chapters to take the lead in building 
BCHW into what it is today, but we still have a long ways to go.  Here are some of what I con-
sider to be major milestones in support of our mission statement.  We prepared a resolution 
stating that we did not want any more Wilderness areas in the Wenatchee-Okanogan National 
Forrest .  This was supported and approved by the BCHW directors.  Members of our Chapter 
spearheaded revising BCHW from a 501-C-4 to a 501-C-3 organization.  Our Chapter took the 
lead in putting the BCHW2007 Jubilee in Ellensburg for a fundraising event that made the 
largest amount of money ever taken in at an annual affair.  A resolution to add a lifetime mem-
bership for BCHW members was prepared by us and it was approved by the BCHW Board.  
Our Chapter is currently in charge of the 2011 Rendezvous and with a lot of help from the 
other Chapters we hope it will be a success.  I am hopeful that many more of our members will 
be able to attend this year making our Chapter attendance one of the largest of all other chap-
ters. 
 
But we still have a few things we need to improve upon.  The BCHW organization continues to 
lose memberships and the President ,Darrell Wallace, has asked all Chapters to have a mem-
bership drive to recruit new members as well and encouraging  past members to rejoin.  Our 
Chapter has lost some members over the last several years and we need to make a special ef-
fort to increase our memberships.  BCHW  has found that when dealing with public agencies 
and elected officials, the number of members in the organization really means something if 
we are asking them to consider our recommendations . 
 
 To that end, I'm asking you to help me in adding new members to our Chapter.  People do not 
have to won or ride a hors to be a member.  They just need to have the desire to keep public 
lands and trails open for recreational purposes.  It is an important mission whether you enjoy 
hiking, biking , ATV’s, snowmobiling, horseback riding, bird watching or any other activity 
that requires use of our public lands.  Joining our chapter and BCHW will help insure that 
privilege is available  for future generations.  If we don’t take care of it now, it could be lost to 
us forever. 
 
With that, I’ll get off my soap box and hope to see you on the trails this year. 
Dave    



MINUTES OF THE  JANUARY 2011  MEETING 

Meeting called to order at 7PM by Pres. David Swanberg.  
One new member, Joanne Thorndike of Oroville, was introduced  along with three guests. 
Moved   and seconded by Dave Sunde and Nora Rappe ‘ respectively  that the minutes as 
printed in the  December  newsletter be approved.  
Treasurers Report: We are solvent. 
Directors Report:: Trygve Culp attended the public lands meeting and the BOD meeting 
held in Ellensburg in December and reported on the following issues. 
BCHW has adopted a 5 year allowing for corporate sponsorship.  To date $4,300 has been 
pledged and educational programs are being considered so the membership will be knowl-
edgeable in attaining future sponsorships.  
BCHW has elected Bob Gish as the new BCHW Director and Lori Lennox and the BCHA Alter-
nate Director. 
BCHW will still retain a lobbyist on retainer for $3,000 per year. 
BCHW B.O.D. approved the 2012 calendar raffle.  1500 calendars are to be sold for $20. each.  
There will be 11 drawings, one per month for a prize of $300. and a grand prize on the 12th 
month for $3,000. 
BCHW is requesting a volunteer to become the Insurance Coordinator. Contact Trygve Culp 
for more information. 
 BCHW is requesting a volunteer to become the mail list monitor for the complimentary Trail-
head News mailing list.  Contact Trygve Culp for more details. 
Tryg reminded folks that the 2011 Rendezvous was coming up in March. 
Not part of the  B.O.D. meeting, but Trygve requested that we revisit the “ pick one” pro-
gram where it is suggested that all members pick one work party, mark it on their calendar 
and show up ready to work. 
A Question from the floor regarding the $40 Public lands Pass was asked.  Trygve reported 
that this is a fee proposal called the Explore Washington Pass and it is an “access “pass.  
Every person over the age of 18 that  accesses public lands in Washington (this excludes the 
National Forrest which has their own, separate fees) will need to have this pass on their per-
son, not hanging from their vehicle mirror.  The BCHW is aware of the need for some funding 
of these public lands  but feels the  $40 per person is excessive and encourages members to 
write to their State Representatives in support of a fee structure  more in line with the National 
Forest procedures, that being a more in line with a parking pass, not a per person fee. 
Legislative report by Dave Sunde 
No legislative day is scheduled yet as it appears there are minimum issues specific to  
BCHW to be addressed and instead encourage members to handle them locally with your 
elected “friends”. There are three bills pending, 1102,1093,and 1109 
Whistler Canyon update reported by Trygve Culp 
We are making progress and Cultural Survey  letter has been written and sent allowing the 
Colville Tribe 30 days to respond.  If there is no negative response, another letter will be writ-
ten with another 30 days to response and that should be the last hurdle and we can begin 
clearing the new trail. BCHW has indicated that we need to have this work done prior to April 
1 or the grand money promised for this project could be allocated elsewhere.  Considering 
the total length of the response times, we could have as little as one month to get the trail in 
before we loose the grant money.  There is a shed that laps over the property line and the 
owner has agreed to remove at least that portion. 
LNT report by Janet Logan 
Janet reported on the save way to dismount and also requested that $70 be included in the 
budget to send an LNT person to training in Randall. 
Volunteer Hours awards were reported by Pres David 
Gail Sunde received a 200 hour patch, Dave Sunde a 500 hour patch. Gail Sunde was also 
given Coffee Mug honoring her retirement as Vice President. 
2011 OVC Super Raffle was reported by Dave Sunde 
Dave Sunde is the man in charge and he will print the tickets.  Prizes include 1/2 beef, 1/4 
beef, 42” TV, and a $300 gift certificate to Coleman Fuel.  Tickets will be $10 with  400 tickets 
to be sold.  Gross would be $4,000 and a net profit of $2,050.  The drawing will be held at the 
Holiday Bazaar, first weekend in December at the Tonasket Community Cultural Center. 
 
 
                                                            Minutes continued on next page 



Minutes Continued 

OVC Consignment Tack sale reported by Peggy Swanberg 
OVC will be doing a consignment tack sale and the Rendezvous for clean, gently used tack.  A 
15% commission will be charged and the information has been sent to the other BCHW Chap-
ters for including in their Newsletters.  People not attending the Rendezvous but would like to 
sell tack would need to contact somebody that is going to see if they would be able to take 
their items with them.  There is no plan to provide a trailer for transporting  items for those not 
attending 
To Date there has been no date scheduled for the Chainsaw certification. 
2011 Rendezvous reported by Pres. Dave Swanberg 
Between Ferry County and Okanogan, 25 people have been identified as possible attendees 
for the Saturday evening dinner.  George and Lu Young have agreed to reserve 2 more tables 
as the two we  have reserved might not be enough, All members that plan to attend the dinner 
need to confirm their intent no later than the first week in Feb. to assure there is a place for 
you at the Chapter’s tables.  Contact Dave Swanberg or Lu Young.  If you are “ unconfirmed” 
there will still be seating available, it just might not be at our reserved tables.  Eden Valley 
Guest Ranch has agreed to provide a gift certificate for out chapter to donate to the Rendez-
vous auction.  Trygve moved and Dave Sunde second that the Chapter purchase the certifi-
cate.  Motion passed.  The Chapter cost for the donation will be approx. $100. 
New Business 
Gail Sunde passed around a sign-up sheet for the no-host dinner at the Breadline on the 25th. 
Rae Morris suggested that the Bonaparte  Resort be considered for a future no-host dinner. 
Pres Dave Swanberg explained the 2011 budget.  Trygve moved to approve the budget as 
revised, it was seconded and it passed. 
Good of the Order: 
Trygve Culp announced that there is a dance and the Tonasket Community Cultural Center 
on Friday, 7P.M.  Happy Dog is the band and he thinks the price is $7 for non-members and $6 
for members.  There is no dinner planned prior to the dance. 
Pres. Dave Swanberg showed the members of the 2011 Rendezvous pamphlet. 
Dave Sunde moved that the meeting be closed Gail Sunde seconded and the motion passed. 
Respectively Submitted 
Peggy Swanberg, Substitute Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
  Chapter Display Contest again this year at  

RENDEZVOUS 

Our Chapter has won this contest 2 out of the last 3 years. 

One year was 3 display boards showing photos of work par-

ties at Bannon Mt. 4th of July and the Windy Creek bridge 

we built. The 2nd was how to build a proper turnpike to 

scale with a running water in the ditch and thru a culvert 

showing how we can keep water off the trail. 

We are looking for suggestions on what we should do this 

year to keep OVC ahead of the pack. We love competition, 

don’t we?? 

Contact Dave Swanberg, or better yet just volunteer and be 

a  chairperson. Remember" volunteer “hours count 

We’ve  made lots of accomplishments this year 

Let’s show them off 



As  mentioned in last month’s newsletter, please plan on renewing 
your membership dues for 2011 prior to Feb. 1, 2011 .  If everyone 
would do this, it will make the Chapter Treasurer’s job, as well as the 
BCHW Treasurer and the B HW Membership Chair much easier.  Re-
member, we are all volunteers with busy lives so renewing promptly 
is a help to all.  
Those new members who have joined after Oct. 10. 2010 are paid up 
thru Dec. 31, 2011. In addition, the February Newsletter and Trail-
head News will be the last one you will receive if you have not re-
newed your membership in a timely manner.  
 Your early payment will be greatly appreciated as we look forward 
to another great year 
                                 ( See enclosed Membership application) 

The 2011 Yearbooks are done and available for those members current with 
their 2011 dues.  If you are current with your dues but have not received your 
Yearbook, please contact Me at 509-486-1107 or email at  
davenpeg@gemail.net 
Two very important people have been omitted from the Yearbook so please 
make a note in your Yearbook to add them. For Newsletter/Publicity, Nora 
Rappe,509-422-0244 and Legislative Chair, Dave Sunde, 509-486-1547 
 
Please also note there is a correction for the February no-host dinner at the 
Wauconda Cafe. The correct date is Friday, February 25th. 6:00 P.M.RSVP to 
Gail Sunde , 486-1547 
 
Thanks for your patience.  Peggy Swanberg 

Joanne Thorndike, Oroville, Washington 

Don & Shelly Freeman, Tonasket, Washington 

Dennis Brothers, Tonasket, Washington 

We are happy to have you in our association and hope you will join us in 

our social life and the trails, . 

Welcome Aboard 



 
 
 

 



THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 

We want to thank Don and Wendy Mahlendorf of Quest Acres Ranch for 
their nice donation to the Chapter.  They donate 50 cents to our chapter for every 
bale they sell to one of our members.  At this time they are the only supplier of 
weed free hay in the North end of the County.  Their Grass/alfalfa mix hay is  ex-
cellent quality. 
   If you purchase hay from them or talk to them, thank them for supporting our 
chapter. 
To reach them call 826-3157. 
 

SWEETHEART DESSERT AUCTION AND POTLUCK 
Wednesday, February 16th at 6: P.M. 

Bring your Favorite Dessert for the Auction 
Bring a Potluck dish to share 

And 
Bring your own plates and utensils for your own use. 

Coffee and Punch will be provided 
Questions??? 

Contact Gail Sunde: gsunde@starband.net or 486-1547 
Think Sweet and Bring Cash 

Invited Guests include,  Methow Valley, Tri Rivers, Ferry Co. Chapters 
Of BCHW And the Oroville PNT Group 

Auctioneer  is Jerry Ausmussen 
 

 

 

 

NEW FOR 2011 RONDY 
Okanogan Valley Chapter Used Tack Consignment Sale 

 
As a new item at the 2011 Rendezvous, Okanogan Valley Chapter will offer a used  
tack consignment booth.  Members and others would be welcome to bring their new or 
clean, gently used equine related items to our space for possible resale to others looking 
for just what you no longer need.  
You determine the price  and we do the rest.  A 15% commission will be charged to the 
seller for any items sold. 
We are expecting to receive several saddles so if you want your saddle displayed on a 
saddle stand, you should bring your own.  We will offer a courtesy bulletin board for 
the posting of pictures and ads for trailers and horses.  Used halters are poor sellers so 
consider the quality of your used halter and lead.  Historically only quality show hal-
ters sell well.  All unsold items must be picked up at the  end of the sale. 
Further Information: Contact Peggy Swanberg, 509-486-1107 or email   
davenpeg@gdimail.net 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF NOTICE 
#1BE AWARE: You will not receive the Newsletter after February if your Dues are not 
current. 
#2 INTERTAINMENT AT MALOTT 
Hank Cramer is putting on a free concert at the Malott Improvement Club on February 
5th at 7: P.M.  Hank is a good folk singer and plays good guitar. 



Trygve Culp, Director of 
the Okanogan Valley 
Chapter of the Back Coun-
try Horsemen received  a 
plaque on Dec. 11, 2010 in 
recognition of the Chap-
ter’s stewardship ethic and 
tireless work in the Loomis 
State Forrest 
Article submitted by 
Dave Swanberg,  
President, Okanogan Valley Chap-
ter, 
Back Country Horseman  

Ellensburg– At the recent Back Country Horsemen of Washington 

Public Lands meeting in Ellensburg, Commissioner of Public Lands 

Peter Goldmark presented a plaque to Trygve Culp, director of 

the Okanogan Valley Chapter, in recognition of the Chapter’s 

Stewardship ethic and tireless work in the Loomis State Forrest . 

The recognition was due, in part, to the Okanogan Valley Chapter 

members inviting Goldmark, Senator Bob Morton, Representative 

Shelly short and Representative Joel Kretz for a VIP through the 

Loomis State Forest. The purpose of the ride was to highlight capi-

tol improvements to trails and recreation facilities in the Forest, to 

keep them appraised of the deteriorating forest health conditions 

in the Loomis Natural Resource Conservation Area and lastly to 

show the work that Chapter members have don in the last four 

years cleaning trails and maintaining the new Disappointment 

Trailhead. 

The VIP ride started at the Disappointment Trailhead and included  

Chapter members Culp, Dave and Peggy Swanberg, Dave Sunde 

and his Granddaughter ,Celeste. From the Trail head, the group 

rode up the Johnny Bell trail to the Cold Springs Look-Out Picnic 

area.  At the Look-out the group was treated to a Dutch oven bar-

beque rib lunch with all the trimmings prepared by Chapter 

members Janet Culp, Gail Sunde and G. Sunde's two granddaugh-

ters.  The views of the surrounding wilderness areas were spec-

tacular.  You couldn’t find a better place to stop and have a lunch 

before riding back to the Trailhead via Snowshoe, , 14 mile and 

North Fork trails. 

As with all our other public lands organizations, we continue to 

have an excellent working relationship and partnership with the 

Department of Natural Resources.  It was quite a surprise to re-

ceive this award it is very much appreciated by the members of 

Back Country Horsemen and the Okanogan Valley Chapter to be 

recognized for the volunteer work that we do. 

 
We all understand that 

Trygve accepted this 

award for the Chapter. It is 

so fitting he should be the 

one to receive it for us. 

He puts in that “extra” 

mile over and over. We 

are so fortunate to have a 

person like him working 

 so hard for us. 

He has a background, that 

started his love affair of 

taking care of the land, for 

future generations. He 

spends endless hours 

away from his home and 

other chores. We are so 

grateful for your efforts. 

We say THANKS again and 

many happy trails ahead 

On the “top” side of that 
mule. 

REMEMBER 

GET THOSE DUES  

CURRENT  

AND  

NEVER MISS A  NEWSLETTER 



. 
 

BCHW 2011 PHOTO CONTEST 

BCHW is a unique, mission specific organization-we want your photos that portray our 
chosen lifestyle. 
Categories of entry. These may be flexible and/or end up being combined: it depends 
on the amount of participation by members. 
Volunteer Work-It’s what we do! 
Camp life  and Grub– Which is also what we do! 
Jr. BCHW in Action– The Future of BCHW 
LNT, Education and clinics 
Humorous 
Scenic Views (no people or stock) I want to go there and see that 
On the Trail 
General 
In addition to winners in each category, there will also be voting by the audience for th 
People choice award 
PHOTO CONTEST JUDGES 
Mr. Jim Thode, Carol Wilcox and Peg Greiwe 
Rules: 
You must be a current 2011 BCHW member to enter. If you’re not a member yet, please 
join toay:contact you chapter for an application. Or you can now join on-line! Or 
download an application , see www.bchw.org  for both options. Applications will also be 
available at the Photo Contest site. 
Photograph Specifications: 
You may enter as many photos as you wish. They may be in color or black and white, 
horizontal or vertical. 
Photos must be between sizes of 5x7 and 16x20 inches. 
Each photo must be mounted on a plain rigid matte board no larger that  16x20. a sec-
ond matte surrounding the print is acceptable. 
No entries mounted on wood, covered with glass, plastic or framed will be accepted. 
On the back of each entry include your name, telephone number, email address, cate-
gory you are entering, and a detailed caption telling us the specific location depicted in 
the photo. (i.e.Killen Cree Trail #113 Mt. Adams Wilderness, Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest) 
Photos can be returned to but only by1.) Picking up after the contest,2.)by including a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope for the correct size and postage amount with entry or 
3.)by having your chapter Director pick it up for you at the June Board of Directors meet-
ing. 
 
If you wish for your photos to be submitted for the calendar, please let us know and we 
will give them to Vicky . Or better yet, include a non returnable disc for better resolution 
You can send your entries to: 
 
Sally Laib, P.O 39 Kapowsin, Wa. 98344  
 
Need to be there before 3-15  You can hand deliver to the BCHW Rendezvous contest 
booth by Saturday, March 19, no later than  10:A.M. 
 



 

32 Backcountry horsemen and guests  en-

joyed a delightful social hour and food on Saturday evening in Omak. 

These no-host dinners have really caught on and thanks to a Special person, Gail 

Sunde, who heads the committee and does a superb job. 

 

FEBRUARY NO-HOST DINNER WILL BE AT WAUCONDA CAFE 

Friday February 25, 6:P.M. Special that night is Prime Rib. RSVP  

Gail Sunde  486-1547  Don’t delay, get your reservation now. 





NOTICE THOSE WHO SUPPORT OUR  OVBCH 

STOP BY AND  

JUST SAY THANK YOU  FOR HELPING US CARRY OUR MISSION 


