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May is gone and our 
schedule of work and ride 
events has experienced 
some slippage. Some of 
this can be attributed to the 
weather, but some is also 
because of the lack of will-
ing volunteers. And if it 
seems like every time you 
turn around there is a mes-
sage to encourage more 
volunteering, you are right. 
We are asking for more 
help, we need more help 
and no matter what the 
need, it is the same five or 
six people that show up to 
help. Just for kicks, read 
the mission statement in 
the front of your Yearbook 
and ask yourself what you 
have done in 2008 to sup-
port the mission. Be honest 
with yourself, if you haven‘t 
done anything, look at the 
schedule of upcoming pro-
jects and pick one where 
you can help. 

Because of the earlier work 
party cancellations, we are 
now having to try to add 
these activities into an al-
ready busy schedule in 
June, July, and August. If 
we want to be able to ride 
on the trails that we nor-
mally clear, the work has to 
be done first. With that 
said, I want to refer to Try-
gve’s earlier e-mail and 
comments made by Bill 
Slusher 3 years ago. Bill’s 
suggestion, “If every mem-
ber could schedule just 
ONE day in their busy 

schedule to assist our core 
group in clearing and 
cleaning trails and trail-
heads, we would complete 
all of our committed trail 
work.” 

If you joined our Chapter to 
ride on our back country 
trails, we need your help to 
keep them open. Please 
pick a project and contact 
either Tom Windsor, Tryg 
Culp or myself to make a 
commitment that fits your 
schedule. There is plenty 
of work so don’t be shy. 

Sometimes it is difficult to 
see the real ramifications 
of our work. We clear the 
trail, the wind knocks more 
trees down and we do it 
again. When you ride over 
gravel tread, somebody put 
in some hard labor years 
earlier to keep the trail out 
of the mud and safer for 
travel. Ever wonder how 
that gravel got there? 

Several of us were privi-
leged to see the results of 
three volunteer’s hard work 
last week. Our “Show Me” 
ride with the Forest Service 
personnel was very suc-
cessful because three vol-
unteers put in over 30 
hours of work in two days 
to ensure the trail was 
clear and easy to ride for 
the novice riders. Our 
guests were favorably im-
pressed with the beauty of 

the area and the need for 
their support of the acquisi-
tion of land on Highway 97 
for a permanent access to 
that trail system. 

But it is not all work and no 
play, who would want that? 
We do have several rides 
scheduled this month so 
check out the schedule in 
Yearbook the date and lo-
cation of the ride. The 
lady’s ride which would 
normally be at Bannon Mt. 
Has been scheduled for 
June 21 at Sinlahekin. It 
was schedule slippage that 
necessitated the change of 
location, but at the last 
minute, Skip Parker and 
Jeff Taylor found time to 
get up to Bannon for un-
scheduled trail work and 
they say the trail is now 
clear. That doesn’t change 
the location of the June 
ride, but now the ladies can 
ride there later and the la-
dies camping trip sched-
uled for August does not 
have to be cancelled. 

June will be a busy month. 
I hope to see more of you 
participating in 
Chapter activi-
ties. 

Until  then, 
Happy Trails. 

 

Dave- 
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This is a joint ride with the Methow 
Chapter.  We did this a couple 
of times last year and everybody en-
joyed the ride and the friendship, so it 
was decided we should  do it again.  
Because there is a conflict with a 
Methow function, the potluck portion 
of this ride is cancelled.  Bring a bev-
erage or snack to share after the ride 
if you want, but there is no official 
potluck meal.          Meet at 9am, 
ready to ride by 10.  S. Loup-Loup is 
just past the entrance to the Loup Ski 
area but on the left hand side of the 
road at the sno-park entrance.  There 

are toilet facilities, but no potable or 
stock water.  If you need more infor-
mation, contact Peggy Swanberg @ 
486-1107 or daven-
peg@gdimail.net.       ��
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�NEEDED  Used Saddles��

We are in need of saddles for "Horses for Hero’s 
program" Western or Australian Stock Saddles in 
15-16" seats or dressage saddles with 17-18" 
seats.�Soldiers and Veterans from FT Lewis, 
McCord and Veterans Hospital will be partici-
pating in a 10 week equine assisted riding pro-
gram at Woodbrook Stables.�If you have a saddle 
that is gathering dust and would donate or loan 
for the riding cause�please contact Sandra Boe 
253 761-9414 or 253 370 1429 or Vicki Booth 
253 588-4905 

 

 

For Lease or Sale: 

14.2 hand Tenesee Walker/Quarter Horse Mare. 
9 yrs old. Had 30 days on her last summer to get 
her back in condition. Good smooth ride. Needs 
a confident rider. $1200.00 OBO����
�
�� ���!��"���
������ ����#$��#$�����
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Handmade custom saddles 
 recondition or repair leather items 

Bags, chaps halters, headstalls, breast col-
lars, knife sheaves, holsters, ammo caes 

etc.  
Does almost all leather repair except boots 
One mile north of Tonasket, turn at Tonas-
ket Vet office, take first right and go up the 

hill to the red roof barn. ����

����������������
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For Sale:  

Mary Smoak will no longer be raising her 
warm blood sport horses because of ill-
ness.  She has many of her horses for 
sale at good prices.  Please check her 
website, or call 509-775-8181 
www.sporthorsesofcolor.com 
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���������� Monthly Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesdays at the  

Tonasket Senior Center 

Social Hour 6:30            Meeting @ 7:00 
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LOOKING FOR  

RECIPES 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT 
YOUR RECIPES . 

DUTCH OVEN NICE 
BUT NOT THE ONLY 

RECIPES WE WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE.   

THANK YOU 

84��;4��58148� �

I have been overwhelmed with the concern that so 
many of you have expressed to me.  Thank you for 
your wonderful visits, calls, e-mails, cards, and food.  
I told Dave that BCH has the best cooks in the world.  
Dave has expressed concern that I'm eating to many 

desserts but sugar is good.���Thank You���������

+!�1A��5J�'85��6��%�9J1:4�



���

����������������
������������������

!()����*���)(���+()��,-#�� .�����	�������

����	
�����
"(%������"
����
"��%
����������
������
 ���-� ��4���$����� ���0=��)��&��
������6�����"����� �
"�����01)����
���
"��

����������������"�%
���������	������������
������� ����-� ��4��������@������������#!;#�7��"E ��������� "���� ����������
����
�����������������������
�)����
��
������������ ��
"������ �
��%
��������
�������������
�������)��8 	������
"��������
����(
����"�
�����
�����
���
"�����
��������������	����� �
��%��
����
"��"�%����%��"��-� ��4������"�
��
��� ����%�� 
���	���
��
��%����
�����������
�����")��!
��
�
�����������-� � �4����
������ �"�����
������-� ��-���� �"����
����� �
��� ��
�����"�
�	�����
�������������"E ��������
���
� ���� ������� �F
����������
������"�%��
��	�����������
���������� ������
���)��
������������
����	�

�
�
����������
������ �")��8	� �� �����
��
���	����������%��
��	�������
������ �"� ���������	���
"�)��
-�
� �����
���
"��
�����
��	 ������	������%�������% ����%������������
��" �����"�������

���	����."
��� ��� ������ ���
�������2�3������������%��������',9(001=�� "�������G�"
��
�)��� �
	��� ��������������")��8	�����"��������"��������
 "��

��
��
����")������-� ��-���������%�����"���#���
�� ����;
�����"�#
�"�
	��������������������)��8�"��H�� ����������������

	�8�����
� �����8�� ����8H���/ ���������/�
�)����� ����������
������
������������%
��������
���������� �"
����
"��)��;
������������
���
���� ��	����
������
���-��������)����������������
� ����")��������������%��������������"�����&��
�����
 ��
����
��)��#
���
���������	�%�����������������%
��
��������� ������	 ������
��
����
�����"���� ����
��" ���%
���
���
��� "�������%�����
��

�� ����%��
	�-������%
�������
�����"���
������)��� <� ���"
����
	��� �%�������������

��
�����"����
�� ����
	��� ��������(
/���"��
"
����������
� ����
�����"����
������ ����� ����"������� ������	�����
��%���)��<� �"���������"� ������%���%����� ��
����
��
���%)��IF���������
�����"�"�
 ���� �������� �����
 �������	�����������
���
������ �
����������� �
�����"���������"�
�����%�������������������	���������������������"�
� ������
 ��
��)�������������%
�����
��
���%�
������� �� 
�������
���������
	�������
����������������)����������
���� ������� ����������
�����
����
� �
������� �����
��
 ����
����		���)����������
������F����������
��	
�"
����������������
�������
" �)��8��%�����E ����"������%��"��������
"(%�����
"�� ��� ��8����%������
	�%����
���%�����8�%� �"����%
��
���������"������ � )��&�"���������F�
�����"�������	
�"
������%������ � "����	����%
���
���
��������	����������������
"�)��8	������	��� ��� ���� �����
����	���������%�����%��
�����/������
"�� �	�����"������
��������"�%� �"����%
��
��������������������������� �������"����������%)����������;
�������� ���������� ��%��
�����������
��"
����
"�)��� �������"�
��"������
��
��������J
�
 
�J����(�������������������")�����������

�

6�(�!&#��+��%����(��7$%�!�� ���

+5�944��584�;��+J849�65�+5�5J8�,429�+4�



���

The perfect trail deserves a “Show Me” ride 
that the Okanogan Valley Chapter of the BCH 
put on for the US Forest Service and other 
County and State representatives. Whistler 
Canyon is about two miles south of Oroville 
on Hwy 97 with no public access to the trail in 
the Okanogan National Forest. May 22, 2008, 
the BCH began their ride at the trail head 
near Mt. Hall. (the upper end of Whistler Can-
yon) Everyone saddled and packed their 
horses and headed out at ten o’clock a.m. 
Tom Windsor; trail boss, with one pack horse 
carrying the lunch ,led the ride with Mark Mor-
ris, National Forest Ranger (Tonasket Dis-
trict) and his wife, Rae Morris, Karen Mol-
lander; Okanogan Wenatchee Deputy Forest 
Supervisor, Shelly Short; State Representa-
tive District 7,and twelve members of the 
Okanogan Valley chapter Backcountry Horse-
men. Karen and Shelly horses were provided 
by Mark and Rae Morris. As we meandered 
through the warm, lush pine forest past lakes 
and ponds, we headed down the trail toward 
the mountain crest for our lunch stop-over. As 
our lunch bounced along on Tom Windor’s 
pack horse, All the horses pick-up pace and 
when we did stop for lunch, it was a good 
time to relax. The view from the canyon edge 
was spectacular showing a swollen Oka-
nogan river at flood stage and a panoramic 
view up and down the valley below. We be-
gan our lunch with a homemade subway 
sandwich cut in twenty pieces made by 
Peggy Swanberg , member of BCH. Mark 
Morris gave a informational talk about the 
possible acquisition of some private property 
along Hwy 97 that could be a permanent con-
nection to the Whistler Canyon trail. �
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There are lots of interested parties, national, 
state , and county. Mark spoke about the his-
tory of the trail starting in the 1940’s as pri-
vate land which was being logged by a pri-
vate timber company. The logging road which 
is now the trail we were riding on, pulled it’s 
last load out in 1957. It then was purchased 
by the National Forest Service but it did not 
include the private land to connect it with the 
hwy. Mark is hoping to be able to get interest 
generated in getting the property that is for 
sale just north of the gravel pit to ensure pub-
lic access to the Whistler Canyon Trail. It was 
time to head back which we all enjoyed 
mainly because it was up hill . There was lots 
of conversations as we winded through the 
forest in full Spring bloom. No one was disap-
pointed and as we all trailered-up ,it was 
“happy trails to all”.  

Submitted by Sandra Walters and Zorro . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See More Pictures on our Website. �
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By William Slusher 

 Blue, red, and yellow lights flash 
in the night as you arrive. The bad 
news is an overturned two-horse 
trailer resting on its roof in a 
grassy median, with two upside-
down horse butts visible in your 
equine-ambulance truck head-
lights. The good news is, the legs 
on both butts are kicking. 

There are two lady owners, appar-
ently uninjured. One weeps. The 
other is wailing at sober-faced 
firemen to "Do something!" The 
trooper says to you: "Man, am I 
glad to see you. I hope you got 
some good ideas."  

 You hope so too.  

As is often the case in trailer 
wrecks, the situation proves not to 
be as disastrous as it looks, espe-
cially to the eyes of distraught 
owners, or responders with no 
training in horses. After some 
crawling and peering with a flash-
light, you’re relieved to see no 
obvious, serious wounds. The two 
sandwiched, inverted horses aren’t 
happy, but they’re moving their 
heads and all legs, appear to be 
breathing OK, and, praise the par-
son, there’s no blood to speak of.  

Rule # 3 for extracting able-
bodied horses from wrecked trail-
ers is to remove whatever is re-
stricting them (ropes, partitions, 
doors, butt-bars, etc.,) and most 
horses will be thrilled to extract 
themselves.  

Rule # 2 is that if a horse is clearly 

put-down injured, then put it 
down in the trailer if feasible. 
Don’t put the animal to the pain, 
and people to the risk, of extract-
ing a horse just to euthanize it.  

But rule # 1 is, you can’t help 
your horses by getting yourself 
kicked into a hospital. So, first 
you use your half-inch cotton 
ropes to lasso the horses’ hind 
legs, run the ropes out the forward 
side doors, and tie the horses’ hind 
legs up and back securely.  

Firemen are second only to the US 
Marines at tearing things up in the 
line of duty. It takes them little 
time to get the crumpled ramp off 
the trailer, knock the pins out of 
the center partition and butt-bars, 
and remove them.  

Next you tie a long rope to the 
doubled-over tail, just beneath the 
hard stub, of the up-grade horse. 
[There’s a simple, effective, 
clove-hitch knot for this. Mary-
land Department of Agriculture 
advises that pulling live horses by 
their legs is not recommended. 
They also say a horse can theoreti-
cally be suspended by its tail with-
out injury. Don’t try this at home, 
folks ...]   

You attach spare long-leads to the 
horses’ halters and cut the tangled 
original leads. You run the leads 
out the rear of the trailer, and as-
sign each to a stout fireman with 
instructions not to try to hold the 
freed animal still, but just slow it 
so it doesn’t bolt into traffic. You 
remove the hind-leg ties. Then 
you ask the fire guys to hose some 

foamy, brush-fire water on the 
horses so the first one will slide 
more easily against the other and 
the metal as he’s pulled out. 

 Now it’s men and muscle. You 
and the fire guys and the trooper 
drag the uphill horse out by her 
tail. Sure enough, as soon as she’s 
able, she’s hell-bent on rolling 
over and standing up, and her 
compadre, now also able to roll 
upright, does so promptly and bids 
that trailer adios under a full head 
of steam.  

The horses are anxious for a few 
seconds, but much good, fresh 
grass growing in the median 
works wonders on equine nerves. 

 You win some; you lose some. 
Tonight you win. 

 ---------------------------------------- 

William Slusher - copyright 2008 
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NEWS FROM THE PAST�Thursday May 30, 1985� �

Tribune Newspaper��   Trailriders invited to at-
tend organizing meeting �    
    All horsemen interested in the 
following:  preservation of the right 
to use horses in wildernesses; pro-
tection of the environment; expan-
sion of our recreational trail sys-
tem; enjoying social functions with 
other trail riding horsemen; learn-
ing more about horse health and 
horse handling; are invited to at-
tend a meeting in the Okanogan 
PUD building, 1331 2nd North, at 
8:00pm on June 4.  The purpose of 

this meeting is to form an Oka-
nogan Valley Chapter of the Back-
country Horsemen of Washington.�
        Local chapters are a major 
link in the program of the BCH of 
W, which is now affiliated with the 
Back Country Horsemen of Amer-
ica, a national organization, includ-
ing the Back Country Horsemen of 
Idaho, Backcountry Horsemen of 
Montana and the High Sierra Stock 
Users Association of California.     
(This was taken from what I believe 
to have been the Oroville Gazette 
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http://www.bchw.org/lnt/main/BCHW%2
0Membership%20Application%202008.
pdf�
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