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    OK, no weather report this month. What else is there to talk about?  
Well there are quite a few things I could discuss with you that are very 
important to all of us who firmly believe in the BCH mission statement of 
keeping public lands open to the public.     

    We moved here 8 years ago from the wetside and our knowledge of 
Backcountry Horsemen was limited to only what Peg knew but didn’t 
share because I’m not so much of a horse person as she.   We joined be-
cause we wanted to ride with other people in the area who knew where to 
go, how to get there and some basic trail safety.  It did not take very long 
to fully understand that BCH was NOT a riding club, but had a more im-
portant mission in regards to the protection of our right to ride.  We be-
came aware of how pressure from outside influences, lack of funding for 
trail maintenance and legislative issues were hard at work to reduce the 
areas available for riding.  

   Peg and I were lucky to join a chapter with a membership very knowl-
edgeable in the problems and issues we are facing as we work to keep 
public lands open to all users as well as users of stock.  With their guid-
ance and the members who get involved, our Chapter is making a differ-
ence.  My hope is that more of our members will understand and get in-
volved in our mission because the threat is real and unrelenting.  If you 
want what you enjoy today to be available for our children, grand children 
and great grant children, you need to participate.   

   To become more involved does not mean you have to attend every 
meeting, every work party or every social event.  But there is no shortage 
of things that you could do to become more involved with your Chapter.  
To name just a few, you could volunteer to help prepare meals for work 
parties, assist with telephone and e-mail communications when neces-
sary, take over the responsibility of the coffee supplies for the monthly 
meetings and other social events, the Ways and Means committee needs 
a chairperson and our website needs a manager so Dave Sunde can de-
vote his time to the legislative areas.  If you have not yet taken the oppor-
tunity to help out, maybe this would be the time.   

   My other topic of importance is to encourage all of you to attend the 
Leadership and Annual Meeting scheduled for March.  You do not need 
to be an officer to attend any of the classes; they are open to anybody 
with an interest.  We have been attending every year and have found 
there are items discussed at these meetings which benefit all of us.  It is 
educational and it is fun and you will be in good company.  Your participa-
tion makes BCHW a stronger organization.                       '' DDYYHH�
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No Host Lun ch 
March 7 @ 12:00 ~ Beck’s Residence 

RSVP Gail Sund e (This is following the chainsaw certification and Tack 
Cleaning Party) 
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Don’t Forget!  

Chain Saw Certification!    Saturday March 7th at 9:00a.m. to noon at the US Forest Service 
offices in Tonasket.   You must have this certification to utilize chainsaws on any BCH function!  
Come and join a pizza lunch with the Tack Cleaning party after! 

Tack Cleaning Party!    Saturday March 7th  at 9:30a.m. to noon, at the Beck’s. And then pizza 
for lunch!  The Beck residence is located at 142 River Loop Rd.  Take Hwy 97 to Ellisforde, turn 
west across the river in Ellisforde, turn left at Hwy 7 go 1 mile south to River Loop Rd, Turn left 
and continue east to the right bend to the south, stay straight and go down the hill on the dirt 
driveway. Coming from Tonasket on Hwy 7, turn right at the bridge in town towards Loomis, 
continue north, stay on Hwy 7 towards Oroville, turn right on River Loop Rd (about a 1/4 mile 
from the Loomis Hwy).  Stay straight on River Loop Rd, and come down the dirt driveway before 
the bend south!   See ya here!   

First Work Party and Ride!  Whistler Canyon ~ March 27th-29th   Tom Windsor 826-4595 

 

 

Reminder                      2009 YEARBOOKS                Reminder 

  The 2009 Yearbooks are here and have been distributed to every 2009 current member.  If 
you did not receive your Yearbook it could because you are not current with your 2009 dues.  If 
you have a question, please contact Peggy Swanberg at davepeg@gdimail.net or 486-1107.  
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 A special Thank You to  

Teresa Naylor ~ for updating and keeping the scrapbook current ! 
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2009 Officers 

President:  Dave Swanberg    Vice  President:  Gail Sunde    Director: Tryg Culp   Alt Director:  Frank Oborne   

  Secretary: Dawn Crowell    Treasurer: Cathy Kvistad Legislative Chair: Dave Sunde  

 Education Chair: Janet Logan   Trail Boss: Tom Windsor    Asst Trail Boss: Bob Crowell   

 Volunteer Hours: Peggy Swanberg    Newsletter Editor: Susan Beck    Historian:  Sandra Walters 

Monthly Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesdays at the Tonasket Senior Center 

Social Hour 6:30            Meeting @ 7:00 

6XQ� 0 RQ� 7XH� : HG� 7KX� ) UL� 6DW�

� � ��� BCHA 

Legislative Day 
Olympia 

� � � � � � � � 7 Chainsaw 

Certification 
Class  

Tack Cleaning  

� � � � �� � �� � �� � �� � ���� NE 

Chapter Pack-
ing Clinic –
Deer Park 

���� NE 

Chapter Pack-
ing Clinic –
Deer Park 

��� Board 

Mtg at Sunde’s 

7:00 p.m. 

�� � ��� Bus Mtg 

At Tonasket 

Sr. Center. 

�� � ���� BCH 

ANNUAL MTG 

���� BCH 

ANNUAL MTG�

���� BCH 

ANNUAL MTG�
�� � �� � �� � �� � ��  

 Whistler 

Canyon Work 
Party 

��� �
Whistler  

Canyon Work 
Party  

��� �
Whistler  

Canyon Ride 

�� � �� � � � � �

0 DUFK��� � � �



4 

 

 

  
 TRAIL BOSS REPORT 

March 2009 

 
  . 

   Trail projects and rides for March include a 2 day work party on Whistler Canyon Trail and a 
Chapter ride on the same trail after we get it cleared.  The work party will be on Friday and Satur-
day 27 and 28 March and the ride will be on Sunday 29 March. 
 
    We have permission from the Forest Service to use ATV’s to clean the trail on the 27th and 28th.  
We can also use horses and anyone who wants to assist on foot.  As of this writing we don’t have 
permission to do any work on the trailhead or the lower portion of the trail adjacent to the trailhead.  
However, this may change prior to 27 March.  We’ll notify Chapter members on any changes. 
 
   We will meet for the work party and the trail ride at the intersection of the Mt. Hull Road and the 
USFS Road #100.  This is identified as the UPPER WHISTLER CANYON Trailhead in the 2009 
Yearbook and directions to this trailhead are in the Yearbook.  In the event there is still snow on the 
Mt. Hull road (USFS Road #3525), we will try to work from the lower Whistler Canyon Trailhead lo-
cated on Hwy 97 three miles south of Oroville. As soon as we determine which trailhead will be 
used, we’ll send an e-mail and/or make phone calls to members. Tools needed for the work party 
include chainsaws, loppers, power pole saw and power trimmer. 
 
   I will try to get a reconnaissance of the trail prior to 27 March so we’ll know about how much work 
will be required to clear the trail for horse and foot traffic. 
 
   Don’t forget the chainsaw certification 0800-1200 on Saturday 7 March at the Tonasket Ranger 
District Office in Tonasket.   
 

  

 Tom Windsor, Trail Boss 

 509-826-4595 
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     Those of us brave (or foolish) enough to venture out on December 13th for the Chapter 
Christmas party had an opportunity to review the proposed activity calendar for 2009. It looks 
like we have another busy, fun filled year ahead of us.  I look forward to seeing and visiting with 
all of you out on the trails. Again, best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year. Happy 
trails! 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 

   This year we will be trying to track volunteer hours at the Chapter level a little more closely 
and we will be assigning our own dollar values to our work.  You will be getting a better expla-
nation of what will be required as an insert in your 2009 Yearbook.  It looks complicated but it 
just requires that you report your hours and mileage accurately and timely to me.  If you have a 
question, just send me the information and I’ll figure it out. 

    I will also be trying to compile a report by individual members in order to streamline what we 
go through at the end of the year when we figure out badges and such.  It might bet overwhelm-
ing when we get into the months when volunteering is at a peak, but if everybody reports their 
hours timely, it will be much easier to keep up. 

If you would like to check your personal accumulation, I will send it to you via e-mail.  If you can-
not open the file , I would be happy to send you accumulative totals electronically.  No paper 
copies though, the report just gets to be too large and cumbersome. 

   And for your general information, the dollar value of our volunteer hours submitted for Decem-
ber of 2008 was $1534.00.  Way to go! 

 

Director ’s Report February 2009 
Trygve Culp  

 
 

    A bit of philosophizing this month… 

The primary mission of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington is to perpetuate the 
recreational use of saddle and pack stock on public land. I believe that everything we do and 
every issue we support or oppose as an organization needs to be weighed against that 
statement. If a project or an issue does not “measure up” we should not waste our organizational 
effort to affect an outcome regarding that project or issue. On the other side of that coin, when 
our ability to use saddle and pack stock on public lands is unjustifiably restricted we need to 
oppose that restriction with all of our organizational might. Let me give you a couple of examples 
regarding this philosophy: Many BCHW members personally oppose the Washington 
Department of Revenue’s recent decision to no longer class equines as livestock for taxation 
purposes; however, since that issue has no impact on our ability to recreate on public lands with 
our saddle and pack stock, I believe BCHW has no business staking out a position on this issue. 
On the other hand, the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act of 2009, would create 
expansive new wilderness areas in eastern Washington that would impinge our use of saddle 
and pack stock on those lands; therefore BCHW should oppose that legislation. 

   Another “pet peeve”… 

Frequently other trail user groups and some environmental organizations attempt to influence 
land management agencies to restrict equines based on alleged equine impacts to the 
environment supported by science. In my opinion "Best Science" must meet the following 
"universal criteria" (from my 8th grade science class): 1. The "science" must have been 
conducted by a creditable source; 2. The "scientific findings" must have been peer reviewed and 
accepted; 3. The "scientific findings" had to be replicatable. From those 3 basics, freshman logic 
leads one to the conclusion that "scientific findings" are site specific; that is, inferences cannot be 
made about their application in another environment until the findings can be replicated in that 
environment. In my former life, unless a "scientific fact" met all 3 criteria it could not be cited as 
anything other than personal observation, hypothesis or theory, assertion, conjecture or BS. I 
believe this should always be the position of BCHW. 

Enough philosophizing, already. I hope as many of you as can possibly make it to Ellensburg for 
the BCHW Annual Meeting and fundraiser take the opportunity to do so. The event, named ” 
BCHW, Your Trail to the Future”, will be Friday March 20th through Sunday, March 22nd. There 
will be a huge potluck supper and the Board of Directors meeting Friday evening. Saturday 
morning, Annual Leadership Training sessions will be conducted; on Saturday afternoon the 
annual membership meeting, awards presentation, banquet, auction and dance will be held. 
There will be vendor displays and exhibits all day Saturday until 5:00 PM. Leadership training will 
continue Sunday morning following Cowboy Church services. There will be potluck breakfasts 
both Saturday and Sunday mornings. It should be a great time and a 
wonderful opportunity to meet likeminded BCHW folks from around the state. 

Spring is just around the corner – I’ll see you out on the trails soon. 
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OVBCH BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

February 2009 

 
This months’ general meeting was replaced by the “Sweet Heart Auction”, a yearly fundraiser that 
expands not only the treasury , but some of our waist lines!   

The Sweetheart Auction on February 18th once again proved what great cooks our BCH mem-
bers are.  The food ranged from deviled eggs to ribs.  We were also treated to homemade rolls 
from Shannon's.  We had a wide range of desserts from Janet Culp's famous lemon meringue pie 
to Nonnie Judd's homemade ice-cream.  

The Auction once again proved the generosity of our members and friends.  Thanks to all who 
made it such a great evening!      *DLO�6XQGH�

 

   Share Your Recipes! 
Pumpkin Bars 

 
1 Cup of Vegetable oil    2 Cups Flour 
2 Cups of Sugar     2 Tsp. Baking Powder 
2 Cups of Pumpkin puree    1 Tsp. Baking Soda 
4 Eggs      1/2 Tsp Salt 
       2 Tsp. Cinnamon  
       (Optional to add)  cloves, nutmeg and ginger 
 

Mix oil, sugar, pumpkin and eggs,  then add four and dry ingredients, mix thoroughly.  Pour into 
a large greased jelly roll pan.  Bake at 350 degrees approximately 25 minutes. 
 
          Frosting 
4 Ounces of Cream Cheese   1 Tsp. Vanilla 
3/4 Cube of Butter     1 Tbsp. Milk or cream 
2 1/4th Cups Powdered Sugar 
 
Mix well and spread on pumpkin bars while still slightly warm! 

Share your recipes here!  Email to Susan Beck at scdoranbeck@ncidata.com or mail to 142 
River Loop Rd., Tonasket, WA  98855. 
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 VELVET 

Black Quarter Horse Mare, 12 yrs old, 15.2 
hands. Beautiful Balanced girl with a great mind, 
crosses bridges and water, needs good trail  

family to love            $2000.00  

509-682-5971 

$$ GGYYHHUUWWLLVVLLQJ�QJ� 55 DDWWHHVV�

  ( Classifieds and Business Card Ads are free to members) 
 
1 MONTH:   6 MONTHS:     1 Year: 
1/4 page $10.00   1/4 pg = $8.00 pr month =44.00   1/4 pg= $96.00 
1/2 page $15.00   1/2 pg= $12.00 per month = $72.00  1/2 pg= $144.00 
Business Card $5.00   Business Card $4.00 per month = $24.00  Business Card $44.00 

Handmade custom saddles 
 recond ition or repair leather items 

Bags, chaps halters, headstalls, breast 
collars, knife sheaves, holsters, ammo 

cases e tc.  
Does almost all leather repair except 

boo ts 
One mile north of Tonasket, turn at To-
nasket Vet office, take first right and g o 

ALL-SEW has 
our BCH logo 
and will apply 
to any type of 
clothing you 
would like. 
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